Waiver of Indictment [From Benchbook 1.06.A-F]
A.	Preliminary Questions
Have the oath administered and ask the defendant:
1.	What is your full name?
2.	How old are you?
3.	How far did you go in school? What is your employment experience?
	[If you are not sure the defendant can understand English, ask:]
4.	Are you able to speak and understand English?
	[If the defendant has an attorney, ask if counsel has been able to communicate with the defendant. If you doubt the defendant’s capacity to understand English, use a certified interpreter. See 28 U.S.C. § 1827.]
5.	Are you currently or have you recently been under the care of a physician or a psychiatrist or been hospitalized or treated for narcotics addiction? Have you taken any drugs, medicine, or pills or drunk any alcoholic beverage in the past twenty-four hours?
	[If the answer to either question is yes, pursue the subject with the defendant and with counsel to determine that the defendant is currently competent to waive indictment.]
6.	Do you have an attorney?
	[If the defendant does not have an attorney, inform the defendant of the right to counsel and appoint counsel if the defendant qualifies (see supra section 1.02: Appointment of Counsel or Pro Se Representation).]
B.	Ask the defendant:
	Have you been furnished with a copy of the charge(s) against you?
C.	Explain in detail the charge(s) against the defendant and make clear that the defendant is charged with committing a felony.
D.	Ask the defendant:
	Do you understand the charge(s) against you?
E.	Inform the defendant:
1.	You have a constitutional right to be charged by an indictment of a grand jury, but you can waive that right and consent to being charged by information of the U.S. attorney.
2.	Instead of an indictment, these felony charges against you have been brought by the U.S. attorney by the filing of an information.
3.	Unless you waive indictment, you may not be charged with a felony unless a grand jury finds by return of an indictment that there is probable cause to believe that a crime has been committed and that you committed it.
4.	If you do not waive indictment, the government may present the case to the grand jury and ask it to indict you.
5.	A grand jury is composed of at least sixteen and not more than twenty-three persons, and at least twelve grand jurors must find that there is probable cause to believe you committed the crime with which you are charged before you may be indicted. 
		[Fed. R. Crim. P. 6(a) and 6(f).]
6.	The grand jury might or might not indict you.
7.	If you waive indictment by the grand jury, the case will proceed against you on the U.S. attorney’s information just as though you had been indicted.
F.	Ask the defendant:
1.	Have you discussed waiving your right to indictment by the grand jury with your attorney?
2.	Do you understand your right to indictment by a grand jury?
3.	Have any threats or promises been made to induce you to waive indictment?
4.	Do you wish to waive your right to indictment by a grand jury?
